
Mars Hill in which he states God has mad out of one blood all nations of men to 
live on the face of the earth.’ Again Paul states there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.p Finally, it is expressed in the fact that Christ died for all 
mankind. 

I hope these passages will help you in your studies together. Please give my 
regards to Mr. Garrett and Mr. Rainge. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLEmlb 
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1956 
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I. Actsr7:26. 
2. Galatians 3 : 28 

From Harold Edward Pinkston 

25 September 1956 
Richmond, Va. 

Pinkston, a divinity student at Virgania Union, had known King during the early 
1950s while both assisted Rev. William H. Hester at Boston’s Twelfth Baptist Church. 
He offers to transport King from the Richmond airport to Rev. Wyatt “Tee” Walker’s 
home in Petenburg, Virginia, where King would stay before giving a speech to the 
Virginia state NAACP convention on5 October. M/: Lester Banks, the executive 
secretary of the state NAACI: thanked King on 8 November for his participation. 

Hello “Mike,” 

Greetings to you & Coretta and family. I sincerely hope everyone is fine and 
enjoying the best of blessings God can offer. 

Mike, I was more than happy when my home-town brother and neighbor (N. 
Jersey) Tee Walker told me that you were coming this way. It’ll really be good to 
see you again, and incline my ears to ‘greater wisdom.’ 

I told “Tee” (Rev Walker) I’d be very happy to meet you at the airport next 
week (Fri I believe) and drive you over to Petersburg where he & family resides. 

This King, I consider a unique previlege. 
Talking with Mr. Lester Banks via phone, 1 requested the honor of meeting you 

upon arrival. He’ll be writing you soon for your plane schedule, arrival, etc in 
order to inform me e€ immediately by phone. 379 
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I’d like to welcome you to our city again! If you have a few moments after your 
schedule is determined, I’d like to hear from you-you may count on my being 
there. I think you’ll be coming in at Bwd Airport anyway. 

Mike, oh yes, among other things I have yet a “lingering problem” I hope to 
be able to discuss with you en our route to Petersburg. 

Hope to hear from you. 

Fraternally, 
[ s i g ~ ~ e d ]  “Pink” Boston ’50-52 

ALS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 66A. 

From Samuel S. Thomas 

25 September 1956 
Brunswick, N.C. 

Thomas, a thirty-six-year-old North Carolina prison inmate convicted of pq’ury and 
illegal possession of whiskey, writes King of his hopes to become a minister after his 
release.’ King replied on g October.2 

Dr. M. L. King, Jr 
Dexter Avenue Church 
Montgomery, Ala 

Dear Mr. King: 

I followed the every movement of the MIA and thank God you emerged as a 
great leader and outstanding American. In February when you and 150 other citi- 
zens were arrested I was in Chicago and it electrified the people . . . Negroes in 
barrooms hotels night clubs cafes-paused and prayed for you . . . . . you won 
for God was on your side . . . 

I have just finished reading the King Plan and I believe the eight points stressed 
will do us as a race a great deal of good . . . 

I .  Samuel S. Thomas (1919-?), born in Thomasville, Georgia, graduated with a B.S. in social sci- 
ence from North Carolina A&T College in Greensboro and earned an M.S. from Columbia University 
in 1944. At the time of his conviction he owned a bail bond business in Greensboro. He was paroled 
from North Carolina’s Central Prison on z April 1957 after serving nine months of a three-to-five-year 
sentence. 

2 .  See pp. 397-398 in this volume. 
3. The July 1956 edition of Ebony featured King’s eight-point plan to “get rid of segregation in most 

areas of American life by 1963.” His suggestions were: “Resist the evil of segregation in a passive, non- 
violent spirit”; “Use the weapon of love in our everyday relations”; “Mobilize for an all-out fight for 
first-class citizenship”; “Get out the vote”; “Continue legal and legislative fight”; “Awaken the church 
to its social responsibilities”; “Close the gap between the classes and the masses”; and “Be prepared.” 
King expanded on the last point by advising African Americans to “skillfully and intellectually prepare 
ourselves to live in an integrated society” (quoted in Lerone Bennett, “The King Plan for Freedom,” 
Ebony, July 1956, pp. 65-68). 
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